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To attach a new terminal to the wire see the appropriate 
APEX Terminal Crimping Guide. 

4.2 Male Connector 
Grip the TPA with a pair of serrated needle nose pliers 
by using the center of the rib on the TPA (Figure 4.2a). 

Gently pull the TPA into the “Pre-Lock” position. The 
TPA should not be removed from the connector.
WARNING: Care must be used so the pliers do not slip 
off of the rib and damage any exposed terminal blades 
or pinch the operator’s hands.
NOTE: Do NOT remove the male TPA from the 
connector! Doing so may cause permanent damage to 
the TPA and make replacement effort difficult.
With the TPA in the “pre-lock” position, insert the tip of 
the Service Tool into the service port for the terminal in 
be removed/replaced. (Fig 4.2b).  

Push The Service Tool until resistance is felt. Gently 
press harder until the service tool moves slightly further 
into the connector (this may be accompanied by a small 
tactile sensation).  

While maintaining pressure on the service tool, the 
selected terminal may be removed from the rear of the 
connector by simply pulling it out by its wire. NOTE: 
Terminal removal should require only a gentle pulling 
force applied to the wire. If the terminal stays retained or 
seems “stuck”, try reinserting the service tool.

5 Application Guide 

5.1 Clearances 
When designing applications and harnesses that utilize 
ErgoMate™ connectors, care must be use to assure that 
there is sufficient clearance around the connector to 
access the CPA and mate and un-mate the connector as 
described in section 3. 

5.2 Special Applications 
Female Clip-Slot: The ErgoMate system may be 
configured with a clip-slot on the female slider in 
combination with no clip-slot on the male connector. In 
this configuration, the slider will be fixed and the internal 
body of the female connector will slide backward (at 
least 23mm) during the mating process. It will be 
necessary to dress the wire bundle to the left or the right 
to assure low mate forces (see example in figure 5.2) 
and to be sure there is sufficient clearance behind the 
female connector wire bundle to assure proper mating. 
In this configuration, single handed mating is possible by 
simply pushing the male connector into the female 
connector, however, two hands will be required to un-
mate the connector in this case, one to release the 
female slider lock, and another to pull out the male 
connector.

5.3 Connector Orientation 
As is true with any sealed connector system used in a 
wet environment, the “in service” orientation of the 
connector should have the mating axis of the connector 
in as horizontal an orientation as possible. This prevents 
water from pooling in the wire openings.  
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