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Design Considerations
A.  Increasing power demands
B.  Greater system packaging 

density
C.  Distribution system
D.  Thermal management
E.  Reduced design cycle time
F.  Cost reduction
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Power Connector Criteria

A.  Contact resistance / Change
B.  Power / Voltage Rating

1.  Acceptable “T’ rise
2.  Ambient temperature
3.  # of contacts energized
4.  Contact termination



Additional Factors
1.  Mating / unmating forces 
2.  Durability
3.  Low inductance
4.  Environmental exposure 
5.  Airflow blockage
6.  Compatibility with other connectors
7.  Blind rack and panel mating
8.  Manufacturability
9.  Industry standard support 



Power Connector Evolution
Improved contact materials

Base metal
Plating

Stamped and formed vs. screw machined
Multiple points of contact
Designed for hot plugability
Modular design
Commodity vs. custom connectors


